
 

 

February 18, 2010 

Massanutten Ministry Link 

 

“At the crossroads of real life and abundant grace, 

where God’s children are… 

meeting Christ in each other, 

praying earnestly, 

listening carefully, 

singing joyfully, 

and joining boldly 

with the Spirit's work in the world.” 

   

SUNDAY SCHOOL  (Sept - May)    

9:00 a.m. 

SUNDAY WORSHIP    10:30 a.m.  

February 21, 2010 

First Sunday in Lent 

Sermon Text 

Luke 4:1-13 

February 28, 2010 

Second Sunday in Lent 

Sermon Text 

Luke 13:31-35 

March 7, 2010 

Third Sunday in Lent 

Sermon Text 

Luke 13:1-9 

March 14, 2010 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Sermon Text 

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

 

March 21, 2010 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Sermon Text 

John 12:1-8 

March 28, 2010 

Palm /Passion Sunday 

Sermon Text 

Luke 19:28-40 

 

WE GATHER FOR WORSHIP 

A Publication of Massanutten Presbyterian Church 

Massanutten Cares    ... but why? 
 

'Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another 

with whatever gift each of you has received.’  (1Peter 4:10) 

 

The opportunity to serve and help one another is an important part of 

living together in community - be it a community of faith, county or 

other local region - or the community that connects us throughout the 

world.  Yet, as the Church - the body of Christ - our reason for reaching 

out goes beyond and deeper than that.  All have been equipped with gifts 

and talents and skills, from the littlest to the oldest among us.  We have 

something to share no matter who we are or where we live.  These gifts 

and skills are often used for our own benefit and betterment, or for that 

of those we love.  But the primary purpose of them is to bring glory to 

God through the sharing and offering of ourselves to others.  This is the 

'manifold grace' of which Peter writes; this is the life and breath of the 

community of faith as it bears witness to God at work in and around 

us.  Massanutten Cares because through Christ we have been created to 

do so.  Join us in being good stewards of the Grace of God on Saturday, 

April 10th as we offer ourselves to the community near us and far from 

us faithfully. 

 

Please see the sign-up board in the Narthex to join a service group! 

 

Schedule changesé. 
 

Snowy weather has caused many changes to our scheduled activities. Not all of 

the changes can be included here as many arrangements are still in-progress. 

Please make note of updates on the church web site, email newsletter, and in 

the bulletin.  And stay warm! 



 

 

News and Events 
 

New Date for the Chili Cook -Off  

The MPC Youth Chili Cook-off has been rescheduled for 

Saturday, February 20 at 5:30 p.m. You still have time 

to perfect your recipe so that you can enter your chili and 

demonstrate your culinary skills. If your chili is a winner, 

you could go home with a prize!  

  

Even if you don't enter the cook-off, come sample the 

cooking efforts of your church friends and support our 

high school youth in raising funds for their trip to Baja. 

Baked potatoes, drinks, and all utensils will be provided.  

 

There is no fee for entering the chili contest.  

 

Dinner prices are: 

 $6 for adults 

 $3 for children ages 5-12 

 Age 4 and under eat free.  

 

For more information, contact Patti Hobbie at 269-2985. 

  

 

Two Lenten Lunches are again being hosted by 

the Congregational Care Ministry. 

 

The first will be held on Sunday, February 28th follow-

ing worship service. Baked potatoes, toppings and drinks 

will be provided. The congregation is asked to bring a 

salad and/or dessert to share.  

 

The second one will be held on Sunday, March 14th, 

also after worship. Salad, dressings and drinks will be 

provided. The congregation is asked to bring soups/chilis 

and/or dessert to share.  

 

Please sign up for each event in the friendship folder, 

including the number attending. You may also call the 

church office.  

 

Come enjoy the good food and fellowship! 

The Youth, their parents, and leaders crafted a bountiful 

supply of beautiful heart pins.   

 

Be sure to check them out at the Chili Cook-off.         

Purchasing heart pins for your favorite people to wear 

will help finance the upcoming mission trip to Baja. 

Unique Opportunity For Hands-On      

Mission to Help Haiti  

Equipping the Saints in Weyers Cave is in need of vol-

unteers to sort through and organize medical linens and 

supplies that have been given by UVA Hospital for the 

disaster in Haiti. If anyone in our Presbytery would be 

interested in helping they can contact 

Equipping the Saints 

1254 Keezletown Road 

Weyers Cave, Va. 24486-2318 

540-234-6222   

Also, they will be in need of clothes and shoes for the 

disaster victims. Anyone interested in helping sort 

through clothes should contact them as well. 

Finally, what do you do with your old prescription medi-

cine bottles?  

Equipping the Saints can use these in Third World Coun-

tries. Simply remove all the labels and identifying infor-

mation and bring them to Equipping the Saints. 



 

 

Recycling at MPC 
A new opportunity provided by the Deacons 

 

Green Earth is now providing Recycling pick-up at MPC 

on the 1st & 3rd Tuesdays of the month next to the trash 

shed.  Recycling bins are located in the Massanutten      

Preschool hall, the church office and kitchen areas.  Please 

take a moment to familiarize yourself with these locations 

and the recycling instructions attached to the bins.  Thank 

you! 

Tabitha Fund 
Sponsored by the Congregational Care Ministry 

 

The Tabitha Fund continues to provide support to individu-

als and families within our congregation when challenges 

enter their lives, and is one of many ways we seek to offer 

the love of Christ to one another. Gifts from the fund are 

granted through a confidential process that can be initiated 

by contacting one of the pastors (John Leggett:              

jleggett@massanuttenchurch.org;  or Ann Pettit: 

apettit@massanuttenchurch.org). 

 

 Contributions to the fund are accepted on an ongoing basis 

and can be made out to Massanutten Presbyterian Church 

noting Tabitha Fund in the memo section.  Thank you for 

your continuing support and care for our church family. 

HARTS 

Harrisonburg and Rockingham Thermal Shelter 
Community Outreach Ministry 

 

Massanuttenôs óturnô to assist with HARTS is just around 

the corner: 

March 8-15 ï Massanutten Presbyterian Church will host 

at First Presbyterian Church on Court Square, and First PC 

will be our back up! 

 

Sign-up at the table in the narthex to help share warmth, 

food and fellowship to our brothers and sisters who are 

struggling to find safe and consistent housing. 

From the Fellowship Ministry 

Come One, Come All to the Spring Dance at MPC on 

Saturday, March 20 from 7-9 pm. 

This event is for the entire church family - young and old! 

Leather and Lace will be here to demonstrate and to       

participate in dancing with us.  

Bring a snack and drink to share.  If you need childcare, 

please contact the church office by 9:00 a.m. on Monday, 

March 14.   

Invite your neighbors and friends to join us for an evening 

of good music, fun, and fellowship. 

The Lyle Moffett Grant Fund Committee announced it is 

taking applications for the 2011 Grant year.  Applications 

will be accepted until October 1, 2010. Download the 

guidelines and applications at http://www.shenpres.org/

ScholarshipGrants.html . 

Communion Servers for Feb. 21: 
Bill Frazier, Betsy Hay, Nancy Lu Irvine, Reid Laughlin, 

Mary Morris, Brian Phelps, Helen Scully, Mary Walters, 

Skip Wissinger. 

Communion Stewards for Feb. 21: 
Robby and Emily Frakes, Kelsey Travis, Logan Davis, and 

Brandon Stees. 

We will receive the Sunnyside Links of Love Offering on 

Sunday, Feb. 21.  This offering will help Sunnyside resi-

dents who have out-lived their finances.  Envelopes are in 

the chair racks.   

From the Music Department 

Massanutten Ringers Handbell Choir will be attending 

ñRinging at the Springsò at Massanetta, the weekend of 

February 27-28.  Michel Joy, clinician, will lead the    

workshop in ringing sessions on Friday evening and all day 

Saturday.  The weekend will conclude on Sunday with  

worship at 10:30 a.m. 

Massanutten Brass Band Concert at MPCé 
Sunday, March 7 at 7:00 p.m.  Proceeds from a free-will 

offering will go to support the Senior High Youth Baja 

Mission Trip 

mailto:jleggett@massanuttenchurch.org
mailto:apettit@massanuttenchurch.org
http://www.shenpres.org/ScholarshipGrants.html
http://www.shenpres.org/ScholarshipGrants.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

Mary Morrisô roots lie close to MPC.  She grew up in the Atkins family just down the Cross Keys Road (Route 276) 

in the waning years of the Cross Keys Presbyterian Church, which her family attended.  She remembers the last worship 

before the church closed.  She was probably in second grade and there were only about twenty people present, five of 

whom were in her immediate family.  Her family moved to First Presbyterian Church in Harrisonburg where she        

attended Sunday School, sang in a choir, and learned to play handbells.  Her family still resided near Cross Keys and in 

summers she, and later her sons, took part in Vacation Bible Schools at MPC.  She remembers being in a VBS class 

taught by Ellen Blose.   

Mary had graduated from the since-vanished Montevideo High School and then gone to Vo-Tech to study to be a   

Licensed Practical Nurse.  She worked at that for ten years and then began helping in the family business, Atkins Litter 

Service, where she has worked for the past 20 years.  Patricia Ours was her childrenôs baby sitter and she suggested 

Mary might think about moving her membership to MPC.  Mary remembers Dr. John Lown was the first person she met 

when she came to the church door, and she did not know he was the pastor.  Eighteen years ago, with her husband Mike 

Morris and young sons Brandon and Kyle, Maryôs family moved to MPC.  One attraction was that their boys would be 

in church with boys they went to school with, rather than with boys who attended city schools.  Her cousin Randy Atkins 

and her sister Sharon Lam and their families are MPC members, and another sister is a member at Cookôs Creek        

Presbyterian Church. 

As a trained ringer, Mary jumped at the opportunity to have a handbell choir at MPC and has been an eager           

participant since the Massanutten Ringersô inception.  More recently she has started playing alto recorder in the recorder 

group and enjoys expanding her musical skills.  For five years now she has sung alto in the Chancel Choir and finds the 

music deeply moving on occasion.  She has taught Sunday School for pre-schoolers, been a ñshepherdò in Faith Village, 

and when her boys were younger, been a substitute teacher in Sunday School for classes her boys were not in. 

More recently she has been involved in the Disciples class program.  She was a participant one year and the next year 

helped Les and Vonnie West facilitate a class.   She found this a very powerful experience she would recommend to  

anyone.  ñI really grew as a Christiané.You think you know where you are but you really donôt.ò   

One year Mary had an extended illness and remembers how much sense of support she received from her fellow 

MPC members during that tough time.  ñI felt very loved by the cards and messages and prayers that people sent to me.  

Especially the ones from the Menôs Prayer Breakfast group, with all those signatures.ò 

Currently Mary is a member of our Board of Deacons and chairs its Congregational Care Ministry.  She feels that the 

Stephen Ministry program, in which our church is enrolled (thanks to a gift from an anonymous donor) but currently not 

yet active, will be of great benefit when we can get it off the ground.  What it needs is some leadership arising from the 

members of MPC.  Mary sounds quite confident this will happen soon.  Her sincere desire to grow in faith and her ready 

smile and positive attitude will certainly be of help in our congregationôs growth. 

 

Under the Radar: Mary Morris 

Prime Timers Monthly Get Together  

Tuesday, March 2 at 12;30 p.m. at Golden Corral.  

Join us for good food and fellowship.  Bring a 

friend. 

Daylight Savings Time Returns  
Turn your clock forward one hour when you retire on    

Saturday, March 13 



 

 

Faith Village: 

Heifer Project Opportunityé 

Faith Village is using their Sunday school offering to 

purchase a sheep for  Heifer Project, International in 

conjunction with the present rotation, Psalm 23.  If you 

would like to help in this endeavor, please make your 

check payable to “MPC – Faith Village Heifer        

Project.”   

Thanks for helping us meet our goal.  PARENTSé

donôt forget to send offering money with your child so 

they can take part in the important mission project! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parents of Children in Faith Villageé 
Our present rotation, Psalm 23, will be extended so the 

children will not miss any opportunity to experience 

activities that help teach this wonderful biblical truth.  

This means that they have a few more weeks to      

complete memorization of the Psalm. Our goal is for 

each child to be able to recite the Psalm from memory, 

either individually or in groups of two or three. 

 

 

Do you like to recycle? 

Faith Village is in need of large, empty, and clean 

plastic containers (with lids) in which the children can 

make terrariums.  We are hoping to use the large square 

nut ñjarsò like the ones you can get at Costco.  

Rectangular mayonnaise containers (with the hinge top) 

might also work.  Should you be able to donate some of 

these, please place your CLEAN items in the box in the     

Fellowship Hall. We need them by March 7 if possible. 

 

ATTENTION ADULTSé. 

Due to cancellations because of weather, we are extending 

our Sunday morning electives so the teachers can have time 

to do the topics justice.   

The Gospel of Luke, taught by Les West, Listening to Your 

Teen, team taught by various facilitators, and Called to Be 

Human, taught by John Leggett will continue through 

March 7.   

On March 14, we will begin new Term 5 topics, The Par-

ables of Jesus through Fresh Eyes, with John Irvine and Go 

Green, with Bill Dent and others.  Dick Forbes will teach a 

class on The Lord’s Prayer.   

Please watch our information boards in the Narthex and 

east Lobby for more information. 

Adult Education News 

Covenant Sunday School Class Lenten Series  
 

From Fear to Love ï Reflections on The Return of the 

Prodigal Son, by Henri Nouwen will run from February 21 

through March 28. The class is led by Dick Miller and 

meets in classroom 119. 

 

2010 Synod Menôs Conference July 16-18 at Massanetta 

Springs Conference Center 

 

Massanetta Springs Church Music Conference, August 1-6 

 

87th Annual Massanetta Springs Bible Conference, August 

1-6 

 

For more information call 434-3829 

 

Registration materials may be downloaded at 

www.massanettasprings.org 

Massanetta Springs Events 

Faith Village News 

http://www.massanettasprings.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Ava Churchill 

2. Chuck Bradley, Al Moberg 

3. Dick Forbes 

4. Sam Hayter 

5. Taylor Frazier 

6. Charlotte Blosser,  Anne Sekula 

7. Charlotte Landes 

8. Hannah Bryan 

9. .. 

10. .. 

11. Ryan Nickel / Anniversary: Don and Karen Enslen 

12. Melissa Caldwell, Morgan Shirkey, Kara French 

13. .. 

14. Rene Smith, Glenn Wayland 

15. Bettie Barksdale, Ann Jordan 

16. Carter Williams 

17. .. 

18. Vaniene Delucas, Clayton Jordan, MacKenzie Kanney 

19. Chris Scott, Joyce Sidwell 

20. Collier Harvey / Anniversary: Rich and Patricia Ours 

21. Rich Armstrong, Abigail Kyle 

22. Katherine Hart, Elzora Dewey, Doris Field 

23. Vonnie West 

24. Jeanette Kidd, Irene Hartman 

25. Sally Hinchman, Sam Dofflemyer 

26. Ann Christian 

27. Kelsey Davis, Ian Davis 

28. Dawn Huffman, Maggie Toothman 

29. Bailey Williams / Anniversaries: Greg and Ann Trobaugh / Robert and Ramona Ritchie 

30. Jan Liskey, Fletcher Gilbert 

31. John Gronemeyer 

  

 

 

 

A Poem written by JaNell Reller (1973)   

 

How often in a day of stress we fail to find Godôs happiness. 

His happiness is always there so why my friends must you despair? 

One ray of hope he always brings, that morning light and birds that sing,  

the meadows with their bit of green, how beautiful and Oh! how sweet. 

The creek that runs and never ends is like Godôs love and you my friends. 

 

To find God in the morning light, your burden is lifted your day is bright.   

It is his world, he is our guide, so why not keep him by your side?   

He knows the way when our light grows dim.   

He knows our weakness, our ills, our sin. 

He keeps us free from want and pain, in health, and sickness, oôer all domain. 

His love is there for us to share and why could we not spend an hour,  

Each morning in the still of day to bow our heads and kneel to pray. 

 

March Birthdays / Anniversaries 



 

 

Congregational Care 

 

MEMBERS OF OUR CHURCH FAMILY  

Collier & Betsy Harvey, Chuck & Anne Bradley, Russell Groves, Dale Dobroth, Gary Burner; Helen ñDabneyò 

Dean, Bill Painter 

  

FRIENDS OF OUR CHURCH FAMILY  

Bonnie Thomas, mother of Jacki Nickel; Monica Pence Barlow, friend of Chris Bryant; niece of Ellen Blose and 

Ruth Smith; Susan Hogg, niece of Jack and Polly Wysor; Jamie Tarman, granddaughter of Dee and Martha Floyd; 

Lois Figgatt Derrick, friend of Dee and Martha Floyd; John Held, husband of Ann Held, pastor at Trinity Presbyte-

rian Church; Emily Sterrett, friend of our church; Bob Trimble, father of Jeannie Sutherland; Nancy Stern, cousin of 

Gail Oppy, Sara Dean, grandmother of Sterling and Tyler Dean; Bob and Elizabeth Atkins, parents of Mary Morris 

and Sharon Lam; Bob Wells, father of Laura Holbrook; Bob Johnston, friend of Rich and Pat Armstrong; David and 

Blanche Anderson, daughter and son-in-law of Jack and Polly Wysor; Don Grimes, friend of our church family; 

Marie Shenk, friend of Bo and Patti Hobbie; Marqueen Edna Smith, friend of Debby Oblosser; Soenksen family, 

friends of Don and Ann Wilkinson; Ronnie See, friend of Brad and Angie Wheeler; Our partner in Mission in Cen-

tral Asia. 
 

Please place prayer request cards (found in the seat ahead of you) in the offering plate to be included in our congrega-
tion's prayers. Feel free to resubmit any prayer concerns you may have.  Please check the church website for the 
names of those serving in the military or pick up a copy of their names in the narthex. 

  

WE EXTEND OUR SYMPATHY TO 

...Dick and Carol Miller and their family on the death of Dickôs uncle, John Meanor. 

...Cathy Madison and her family on the death of her son. Cathy is a friend of Robert Landes. 

...Audrey and Dietrich Maune and their family on the death of Audreyôs aunt. 

...the family and friends of James Shomo. 

éthe family and friends of Dodie Groseclose. 

...Chris and Mari Kyle and their family on the death of Chrisôs father. 
Updated 2/15/10 

From the Congregation 

We would like to express our sincere appreciation  

for all of the cards, prayers, meals, phone calls and 

support that we received during Bill's recent illness.        

 

Bill and Ellen Painter 

 

 

 

This Shovel Crew cleared walks around the church of up to 2' of 

snow on Sunday afternoon, Dec. 20. L-R: Dwight William New-

man, Kyle Long, Jeremy Long, Tim Long (and Skip Wissinger, 

taking the picture!). They gladly accept donations of cookies and 

hot chocolate. 



 

 

50 INDIAN TRAIL RD 

PENN LAIRD VA 22846-2019 
 

(540) 434-6194 OFFICE   

(540) 434-3102 FAX    

    info@massanuttenchurch.org 

 

Church Staff 

John P. Leggett, Pastor 

Ann Pettit, Associate in Member Care 

Nancy Ruh, Director of Christian Education 

Karen Leecy, Office Manager 

Greg Trobaugh, Treasurer 

Bob Jerome, Music Director 

Carol Lown, Organist  

www.massanuttenchurch.org 

(FHðFellowship Hall GAðGathering Area) 

Feb. 21ðSunday 

  9:00am Faith Village/Sunday School 

10:00am Fellowship Coffee (FH) 

10:30am Worship (Sanctuary) 

  6:30pm New Member Reception followed by 

    Session Meeting (GA) 

Feb. 22ðMonday 

12:00pm Womenôs Prayer Luncheon (117) 

  1:00pm Staff Meeting (Library) 

  2:00pm Continuing Small Group     

               (Sunnyside) 

  7:00pm Massanutten Ringers Rehearsal 

  7:00pm Boy Scouts (119) 

Feb. 23ðTuesday 

  9:00am Yoga Class (GA) 

11:15-11:45am Massanutten Preschool   

    (GA) 

                   No Sunnyside Studies today 

  6:30pm Cub Scouts (100) 

Feb. 24ðWednesday 

  6:30am Menôs Prayer Breakfast (FH)  

  9:15am Crossroads Pealers Rehearsal 

10:30am PW Moderatorôs Meeting  

    (Library) 

11:45am PW Bible Study Leaders  

    (Library) 

  5:00pm WOW 

  7:00pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Feb. 25ðThursday 

  9:00am Yoga Class (GA) 

11:15am Massanutten Preschool Chapel 

    (Sanctuary) 

11:30am Massanutten Preschool (GA) 

  7:00pm Food Pantry (119) 

Feb. 26ðFriday  Church Office Closed 

Sat. 27ðSaturday  Church Office Closed 

  10:00am-10:00pm Fellowship Hall in use 

  6:00pm  Recorders Rehearsal 

Feb. 28ðSunday 

  9:00am Faith Village/Sunday School 

10:00am Fellowship Coffee (FH) 

10:30am Worship (Sanctuary) 

               Lenten Lunch following worship 

  6:00pm Middle and High School Youth 

March 1ðMonday 

12:00pm Womenôs Prayer Breakfast (117) 

  1:00pm Staff Meeting (Library) 

  7:00pm Massanutten Ringers Rehearsal 

March 2ðTuesday 

  9:00am Yoga Class (GA) 

  1:00pm Sunnyside Studies (Highlands) 

11:15am Massanutten Preschool (GA) 

12:30pm Prime Timers Lunch (Golden  

    Corral) 

  6:30pm Cub Scouts (100) 

  7:00pm Property (106) 

March 3ðWednesday 

  6:30am Menôs Prayer Breakfast (FH)  

  9:15am Crossroads Pealers Rehearsal 

  5:00pm WOW 

March 4ðThursday 

9:00am Yoga Class (GA) 

11:15am Massanutten Preschool Chapel 

    (Sanctuary) 

11:30am Massanutten Preschool (GA) 

March 5ðFriday  Church Office Closed 

March 6ðSaturday 

  6:00pm Recorder Rehearsal 

March 7ðSunday 

  9:00am Faith Village/Sunday School 

10:00am Fellowship Coffee (FH) 

10:30am Worship (Sanctuary) 

               Lenten Lunch following worship 

  7:00pm Massanutten Brass Band Concert 

March 8ðMonday 

12:00pm Womenôs Prayer Lunch (117) 

  1:00pm Staff Meeting (Library) 

  7:00pm Sessional Ministry Meetings 

  7:00pm Deacons Meeting 

  7:00pm Boy Scouts (119) 

March 9ðTuesday 

 9:00am Yoga Class (GA) 

10:00am Circle #3 (Sunnyside) 

10:00am Shoshana Circle hosted by      

    Nancy Heintzleman (Library) 

11:15am Massanutten Preschool (GA) 

  1:00pm Sunnyside Studies (Highlands) 

  1:30pm  Prayer Shawl Ministry (Library) 

March 10ðWednesday 

6:30am Menôs Prayer Breakfast (FH)  

  9:15am Crossroads Pealers Rehearsal 

  5:00pm WOW 

  7:00pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

March 11ðThursday 

  9:00am Yoga (GA) 

  1:00am Circle #4 (Sunnyside) 

  1:30am Circle #1 (117) 

  7:00pm Green Task Force Meeting 

     (Library) 

March 12ðFriday Church Office Closed 

March 13ðSaturday 

10:00am-10:00pm Fellowship Hall in use 

  6:00pm Recorders Rehearsal 

    Turn your clock ahead one hour when you  

    retire tonight! 

March 14ðSunday  Youth Sunday 

9:00am Faith Village/Sunday School 

10:00am Fellowship Coffee (FH) 

10:30am Worship (Sanctuary) 

               Lenten Lunch following worship 

11:30am Mission Ministry (Library) 

March 15ðMonday 

10:00am Circle #2 (Highlands) 

12:00pm Womenôs Prayer Lunch (117) 

  1:00pm Staff Meeting (Library) 

  7:00pm Massanutten Ringers Rehearsal 

March 16ðTuesday 

  9:00am Yoga Class (GA) 

11:15-11:45am Preschool Chapel (Sanctuary) 

March 17ðWednesday 

  6:30am Menôs Prayer Breakfast (FH)  

  9:15am Crossroads Pealers Rehearsal 

  5:00pm WOW 

March 18ðThursday 

  9:00am Yoga Class (GA) 

11:30am  MPC Clergy Lunch (Highlands)  


