A Hope That Does Not Disappoint
A Sermon Preached by John P. Leggett

m Massanutten June 15, 2008

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A)
Romans 5:1-5

How many times did you wince while listening to Paul’s words from his letter to the
Romans? I found myself wincing quite often as I studied them for this week’s sermon.

Part of the reason for my wincing has to do with the seemingly trite treatment of
suffering in the life of faith. Those wonderfully poetic lines that begin, “And not only
that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and
endurance produces character....” seem to cause the most reaction in me, and I would sus-
pect for some of you.

If you’ve ever been quoted any variation of that phrase while in the midst of suffer-
ing you know how infuriating it can be.

As I thought about this text this week, I remembered a story I had forgotten. It hap-
pened the last weekend in April while I was a student at the seminary in Louisville.

Most people know that the first Saturday in May is reserved for a Louisville tradi-
tion: the running of the Kentucky Derby. There was always a two-week festival leading
up to race day that engulfed the city. There would be chuck wagon parties, concerts,
races, and sports tournaments. A group of us from the seminary would always enter the
Kentucky Derby Festival Soccer Tournament, which was a five-on-five format played on
a scaled-down field.

The story I remember springs from a moment at that soccer tournament. My friends
and I were sitting beside a field watching a game when a player kicked a ball out of
bounds that was on a line about 2 ' feet off the ground, which coincidentally is just about
the height of a seated adult’s human head. The ball hit my friend in the side of the head,
causing immediate pain, but no real injury. The player who had kicked the ball looked at
her and said: “Hey, it’ll build character.”

“And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing suffering produces
endurance, and endurance produces character....”

Wince.

How many times when searching for the right words have we stammered out some
variation of Paul’s theme: “We know you’re suffering now, but one day you’ll understand.
And just look at the character it’s building in you.”

“I don’t know why you’re going through this, but it’s building a better you.”

Time after time, when words fail us, instead of wading into the painful waters with
another, we skim a smooth stone of theological platitude across the surface and skip away
as quickly as the rock we’ve thrown.

Is that what Paul’s doing here? It can’t be, can it? Or is Paul talking about some-
thing altogether different from our accustomed ways of speaking about hope?

Most often, our hope-talk is pretty shallow. “I hope I get an A on this test.” “I hope
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it won’t rain this afternoon.” “I hope no one notices I wore this shirt yesterday.” Pretty
simplistic ways of using a word filled with theological depth.

Surely the church has another way of speaking hope. Frederick Buechner has some
wonderful lines about this distinction: “For Christians, hope is ultimately hope in Christ.
The hope that he really is what for centuries we have been claiming he is. The hope that
despite the fact that sin and death still rule the world, he somehow conquered them. The
hope that in him all of us stand a chance of somehow conquering them too. The hope that
at some unforeseeable time and in some unimaginable way he will return with healing in
his wings.”

Or, as Buechner says in another place: “Christianity is mainly wishful think-
ing....Sometimes wishing 1s the wings the truth comes true on. Sometimes the truth is
what sets us wishing for it.”

Surely this is what Paul had in mind when he wrote these lines to the church in
Rome. If there was anything the Christians in Rome knew, it was persecution and suffer-
ing. Paul wasn’t about to dismiss that with trite theology spouted in a vacuum. No, he
wanted them to sense that their hope lay not in their own efforts to achieve wholeness and
peace, not in their own ability to persevere through suffering, but instead Paul wanted
them to know in the depths of their beings that their hope was in God, who in Jesus Christ
brought peace and reconciliation, and who through the continuing ministry of the Holy
Spirit offers the wholeness and peace which God desires for us.

Placed in the larger context of his letter to the Romans, these words which can
cause severe wincing if read across the surface embody hope when seen against the back-
drop of Paul’s words. Paul has borne witness to his own suffering and to the suffering of
Abraham and even of the Christians in Rome. It wasn’t that this suffering was to be i1g-
nored.

Rather, it was in the sense of joining Abraham in hoping against hope that what God
promised God will do. In spite of what the evidence around you suggests, Paul writes,
you’re part of something far larger than yourself and that story’s ending has been written
by the God who in Jesus Christ, by the power of the Holy Spirit, sets things right.

This 1s our hope: That God has power.

This is our hope: That God through Jesus loves us beyond measure.

This 1s our hope: God will set things right.

With our hope so rooted, hear again Paul’s words to the church in Rome, and may
they produce in you and me the hope that has no end:

“Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we
stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God.

And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing suffering produces
endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope
does not disappoint us, because God s love has been poured into our hearts through the
Holy Spirit that has been given to us.”




<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice





