What Now?
Genesis 2:4b – 9, 15-17, 25 – 3:7

By John L. McDonald

Last week I spoke at length of the awe inspiring gift God has given us in creation.  I talked of the preciousness of the gift of life lived in relationship with God.  I talked about the gift of intellect God gave us from the beginning and the responsibilities that come with that gift.  So What now?  How do we use our God given gifts?  The question reminds me of the old ad campaign for Disney World where they would ask someone who had just won the World Series or the Super Bowl, “Joe Montana, you’ve just won the Super Bowl, what are you going to do now?  I’m going to Disney World.”  I could imagine the serpent in today’s story asking Eve, “So Eve you’ve just been given everything in all God’s creation to do with whatever you want. . . What are you going to do now?”
Genesis 2 and 3 are a timeless text because God essentially ask us the same question each day.  We are given our lives lived in relationship with God through our Lord, Jesus.  We are given this marvelous world to use and enjoy.  Now what are we going to do?  Are we going to trust our relationship with God and live in an intimate loving relationship with God, or are we going to try to control our own lives ignoring God’s presence and acting as if God is not even there?  Are we going to till and keep the garden he gives to us using well and caring for it as if it were our own, or will we simply use it up caring only how much of it we can consume each day?
Walter Brueggeman in his commentary on Genesis 2 points out that we have been given permission by God to take this gift of creation and use it, play with it, enjoy it, for it is good.  We have been given the job tilling it and keeping it.  We are to care for the creation God has made.  But, God also sets some boundaries.  God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.”  God gives us permission to use our intellect but God sets boundaries for us and that is where our problems begin.
We are to live within God’s creation with all the other creatures God has created only on God’s terms not our own.  We don’t like to hear about limits in today’s world or today’s church.  We love the part about the gifts God gives us but don’t go into too much detail about those limits. Rich Reifsnyder pastor of First Presbyterian in Winchester wrote in a sermon, “How unsettling it is to contemporary readers that the Bible begins its story of God and humanity with a word about limits.  We who are the products of the enlightenment and beneficiaries of the technological revolution would rather talk about possibilities.”  
We love talking about the possibilities of interpretation especially in text such as Genesis 2 and 3.  We love to get caught up in all the discussion about what this story tell us about ourselves Most people when they talk of Adam and Eve like to dwell on such things as the danger of sex, the origin of evil, the appearance of death, or the power of the fall of humanity.  These are the glamour issues of our day.  These are the issues that cause our ears perk up when we hear them on the news or even from the pulpit.  Don’t think we preachers don’t notice.  We get a lot of comments we preach on sex or sin or evil.  We don’t get as many comments when we talk about the limits to our relationship with God. And yet that is more central to Genesis 2 and 3.  This passage is more of a challenge to live in God’s world on God’s terms more about the question of do we trust our God or don’t we. 

  This is not just some creation myth without any relevance to our lives today.  God is our creator also.  God also summons us to live in his world on his terms and the fact of the matter is we don’t respond much better than Adam and Eve did.  In fact we probably do worse in some ways.  Let’s face it Adam and Eve didn’t have much in the way of modern conveniences. They had no clothes, we have more shoes in my house than humanity had in it’s first couple of millennia of existence. The only communication device they had was their own voices, we can speak to see video of and text message people in space.  They had no shelter except the loving arms of their creator.    Many of us have storage sheds to keep our extra stuff that are bigger than most people’s houses were until this century.  And yet just as they gave in to the temptation to misuse God’s gifts, we fail to use God’s gifts wisely.  Just as they gave excuses and passed the buck.  We do the same thing.  Just as they tried to live life on their own without God’s help hid from him– we think we can do it all for ourselves without any of God’s help.  They failed to obey the limits given them – we crush old barriers and create our own that test God’s boundaries and patience every day.
You would think that the church would be one place where we would try to trust God and live on God’s terms.  We would look to God in prayer, look to one another for support and love and caring.  We talk a lot about these things all the time.  We hold them up as our ideals as our standards, but as someone recently mentioned to me, “We don’t always live up to our ideals.  We don’t always live into our prayers.”  We are so busy trying to make the church into something we can be proud of we don’t always think about what God wants it to be.
If a church creates a program such as Faith Village or LOGOS or the prayer shawl ministry, or the talent show or the preschool or children’s church.  It should not create them at all unless they believe that those programs build trust in and obedience to God.  These programs are not created to entertain, or to meet societal expectations, or to make us feel better about ourselves.  If they are created for these reasons, they will in the long run be no more effective in protecting us or giving us meaning than the fig leaves Adam and Eve sowed together.  

In anything we do or anything we say we should be look to God for our direction.  We should be reaching for God’s ideals and standards not giving in to our own flawed ever changing rules.  We need to trust and obey not rule and revel.  There are many wonderful talented people in this church who do extraordinary work in God’s name but when they it is not they who should be lifted up but God.  It is not Dawn and Diane’s Faith Village it is God’s Faith Village.  It is not the Dobroth’s and the Toothman’s Youth group it is God’s youth group.  It is not the Dick Miller’s prayer breakfast it is God’s prayer breakfast.  It is not John and I’s Disciples Bible study it is God’s Bible study, it’s not the preschool’s playground it’s God’s playground.  And these are but just a few examples.  Anything we do should be done to the greater glory of God and to build relationships between us here in this area and our Lord and Savior, and if they cease to accomplish that they cease to be of any worth at all.
Brueggeman points out that too often the story of Adam and Eve is seen as a story about the fall of humanity.  He sees it more as a story of grace.  Yes Adam and Eve mistrust God and fall prey to their lust after self control.  However, as God and the serpent both point out the result should have been death and yet they live.  They really kind of get what they wanted; they are forced to live life on their own terms.  Of course that means their lives are filled with pain and suffering and hard work and alienation from God, but they get to do it themselves.  But the grace filled message of the story is that God does not abandon them.  He marks them and clothes them and still walks with them just not as close as he once did.

Wherever God may lead you, whatever God may give you to do, my hope for each and every one of you is that you will trust and follow the direction God gives you.  Even when you don’t think it is the right way or it doesn’t seem to make sense. And when we stray like we inevitably do let us remember that God is still with us, protecting, providing and redeeming. Follow where God leads you and let God do the rest.  
