You’re Never Too Old
By John McDonald
Romans 12:1-13


I’ve had some interesting discussions with people in our congregation over the past couple of months about how people feel about Christian Education.  The names will be left out to protect the innocent.  And, due to my lack of memory these recollections could be paraphrases of what was said, but I do believe they catch the meaning of what was said fairly well.  I heard one adult say would like to find a place where they could socialize and get to know some people and maybe learn a thing or two along the way.  I heard a youth say that they felt like Sunday School was for little kids.  They liked to come to see their friends, but the stuff they were supposed to learn was kind of mind numbing.  I had a second grader say something to the effect that Sunday school was for little kids.  They would rather help in Sunday School than be a part of the class.  And one person essentially said, “I can read the Bible for myself.  It isn’t that hard to understand.  What’s right is right and what’s wrong is wrong and I don’t need anybody else telling me what they think. 


In contrast to some of these remarks I have heard others say of LOGOS or Faith Village or the Youth program that these were some of the most faith affirming experiences of their life.  I have seen people in DISCIPLES Bible study, who have given up 2 ½ hours each week for the last 34 weeks explain how the experience helped them to a new understanding of their faith and a new level of commitment to their Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.


What a wide range of comments.  I know that  the church seeks to provide a place to nurture all it’s members – young, old and inbetween – the busy and the not so busy.  The church seeks to meet those who seek God where they are in their spiritual journey, and provide them with the resources need to grow their faith.  But, there seems to be such a wide range of needs - such a variety of levels of commitment – how can we possibly design programs or classes or find resources to meet all thediverse needs of our very congregation not to mention reach out to new people who are hungering for Christ in their lives.  Are we providing people young and old with the necessary spiritual milk they need to grow in their relationship to God?  I believe most people in the church recognize that you are never too old for learning about God, but do they want to put in the required time and effort to make their fiath come alive?
In one of our recent Bible lessons in DISCIPLES we read from Romans 12 these words, “I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.  Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God what is good and acceptable and perfect.”  That little phrase in there, “ . . . but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God. . .”  To be more specific that word “transformed” makes what we do in Christian Education a dangerous job.  People are often times resistant to being transformed.  Many people don’t want to bge transformed.  They are comfortable with their faith right where it is.
We have done quite a bit of transformation these past few years.  We continue to be in the process of transforming the physical appearance of the church.  We transformed the building space a couple of years ago and that caused a lot of pain.  We have transformed the inside of our building with the addition of the Youth Center and now Faith Village with more joy than pain.  We have been transforming and will continue to transform the outside grounds of the church with the addition of the chapel and even a new playground this fall. Like the butterfly just out of the cocoon might say, “Boy that was a lot of work.”  Also, like the butterfly the tendency might be to sit back and bask in the sun and glory in the beauty of what has been accomplished.  I was watching a beautiful butterfly just the other day and marveled at the delicacy of it’s features, but knowing that it is also a very strong and functional creature as well.

I know that like the butterfly the work that has been done to transform the spaces  of our church are beautiful, but the physical transformation will mean nothing, if what goes on inside these new spaces does not measure up to the quality of it’s outward appearance.  As wonderful as the transformation has been it is only partly done.  As hard to believe as it is, someday the outward transformation of this facility will be old news.  The danger is that we will become so used to the art that we will once again hear second graders saying they are too old for Sunday School or Youth less interested in what is being taught than which friends are in the room.
We have to fill these wonderful spaces with the gospel.  We need to teach the gospel that will transform their minds as well as dazzle their senses.  We have to feed people’s faith so that they will be able to discern the will of God and tell what is good and acceptable and perfect.  We have dedicated a great group of people this morning whose task will be to do just that.  We linked everyone together so that we will know that all of us are needed to help the gospel work it’s magic not just in the lives of our young people but in the lives of all the people.  That is why we linked arms the morning.  Faith nurturing is not just the calling of this select group of people on the insert.  It involves the entire body of Christ.  
You are never too old to learn, never too old to grow, never too old to let the spirit work in you to transform your mind.  But, some sacrifice will have to be made.  I would like to tell you this morning that all this growth in the gospel can happen without sacrifice but I would be lying.  The gospel rarely grows through osmosis.  We are not just some single cell organism that can let God’s love flow in and out of us as we sit and soak it all in.  In order to grow you have to develop a regular habit of delving into the Word of God.  You need to read it, and hear it, and discuss it with others or your understanding will remain that of a small child or worse yet, be tainted by the things you soak up from the secular world.
Of the 8760 hours you have in a year, let’s face it you sleep and work or go to school about 6000 of those.  How much of the time that is left are you willing to give to your spiritual development?  If you just attend worship every week you will have sacrificed 52 hours of that time.  If you come to Sunday School every week you will have sacrificed an additional 52 hours of that time.  If you send your child to LOGOS all 24 weeks you will sacrifice another 72 hours of their time.  If you participate in DISCIPLES Bible study, you will sacrifice about 204 hours.  If you participate in every youth program opportunity we will offer you will give even more hours.  These are not insignificant amounts of time to spend growing in God.  The people we commissioned today have or will sacrifice significantly more time than just hours mentioned here to prepare these programs.  I can tell you they are committed to providing the best opportunities possible to make the time you sacrifice the best it can be.  But, you must make the sacrifice of time to take advantage of these opportunities and even more incorporate what you learn into all those other areas of your life including the big time drains of working or going to school. 

Eugene Peterson in his paraphrase of the Bible called the message paraphrases Romans 12 this way, “So here’s what I want you to do, God helping you:   Take your everyday,; ordinary life – your sleeping, eating, going to work and walking around life – and place it before God as an offering.  Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you can do for him.  Don’t’ become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking.  Instead, fix your attention on God.  You’ll be changed from the inside out.  Readily recognize what he wants from you, and quickly respond to it.  Unlike the culture around you, always dragging you down to its level of immaturity; God brings the best out of you, develops well formed maturity in you.”
I can’t say it any better than that.  That is what making the sacrifice of time in Sunday School, and LOGOS, and Youth and DISCIPLES and PW Bible study and all the other Educational opportunities we have to offer will help you do.  The more time you spend learning of God’s way the more time you can respond by living God’s way.  Conversely the less time spent the more you let culture dictate the way you grow spiritually.  
The first way will lead to a life lived abundantly and with meaning and purpose.  The second way leads to an existence of aimlessness drifting toward death.  The first way lives life out of deep gratitude for all that God has given us especially his grace.  If we follow the second way we exist only for ourselves and wither and die once we realize how limited our vision and purpose is.
The choice has to be made. The choice is yours. 
