Concerns of the Community and Prayers of the People

(The Deacon of the Day may be found on Sunday mornings after worship at the Communion Table.  You are invited to share any prayer concerns with him/her to be included in our congregation’s prayers.) 
Gathering of the Offering

Offertory
Meditation on “In the Bleak Mid-Winter”
-Lasky

*Doxology

*Prayer of Thanksgiving

*The Lord’s Prayer (unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.


For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.
Sending
*Hymn
Go, Tell It on the Mountain
No. 29

*Charge and Blessing

*Postlude
Noel
-Daquin
(*All stand, who are able.)
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Chimes and Silent Meditation

We pray, O Lord, purify our hearts, that they may be worthy to become your dwelling place.  Let us never fail to find room for you, but come and abide in us, that we also may abide in you, who were born into the world for us, you, who live and reign, King of kings and Lord of lords, now and for evermore.  Amen.
Prelude
O Come Let Us Adore Him
Sharon Bloomquist, piano

*Call to Worship (responsively)

He came as a baby in a manger.

O come, let us adore him.

He came in a lowly stable.

O come, let us adore him.

Shepherds brought their worship.

O come, let us adore him.

Angels sang his praise.

O come, let us adore him.

What shall we do?

O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord! Amen.
*Hymn
O Come, All Ye Faithful
No. 41

(During the hymn, representatives from Faith Village classes will process in with their class banners.)
*Prayer of the Day

Call to Confession

Prayer of Confession (unison)

God of grace and truth,
in Jesus Christ you came among us
as light shining in darkness.
We confess that we have not welcomed the light,
or trusted good news to be good.
We have closed our eyes to glory in our midst,
expecting little, and hoping for less.
Forgive our doubt, and renew our hope,
so that we may receive the fullness of your grace,
and live in the truth of Christ the Lord.  Amen.
Assurance of Pardon (responsively)

She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.

Thanks be to God for the gift of forgiveness and new life.  Amen.

*Response of Praise
(Gloria, Gloria)

Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo!
Gloria, gloria, alleluia, alleluia! (Sing 3x)

Time with the Children

At this time, Ushers will come down each aisle to receive prayer requests.  These will be given to the Pastor for inclusion in the prayer.  Following Time with the Children, children wishing to stay in the sanctuary are welcome to do so.  Those wishing to go to the Children’s Programs (Grade 2 and under) should follow the adult leaders downstairs for Nursery and Children’s Church.  Parents may pick up their children in the nursery (children ages Infant-2 in Room 202; 3 year olds in Room 203; ages 4-Grade 2 in Room 108.)

Songs Written by Our 3rd-5th Grade Children in Faith Village

Lessons, Carols, and Reflections
Carol
Once in Royal David’s City
No. 49
Scripture Reading

Isaiah 52:7-10

Reflection

Melissa Leecy

Carol
Joy to the World!
No. 40
Scripture Reading

Psalm 98

Reflection

Carol Miller

Carol
Angels We Have Heard on High
No. 23

Scripture Reading

John 1:1-14

Reflection

Ka Guinn

Carol
The First Nowell
No. 56
Reflection

Pastor John P. Leggett
