Concerns of the Community and Prayers of the People

(The Deacon of the Day may be found on Sunday mornings after worship at the Communion Table.  You are invited to share any prayer concerns with him/her to be included in our congregation’s prayers.) 

Gathering of the Offering

Offertory
Eastern Caravan
-Valerie Stephenson


Spectrum Handbells

*Doxology

*Prayer of Thanksgiving

*The Lord’s Prayer (unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.


For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.
Sending
*Hymn
No Longer Alone
(On Insert)

*Charge and Blessing

*Postlude

(*All stand, who are able.)
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Gathering
Welcome



Chimes and Silent Meditation

God of Israel, with expectant hearts we your people await Christ’s coming.  As once he came in humility, so now may he come in glory, that he may make all things perfect in your everlasting kingdom.  He is Lord for ever and ever.  Amen.

Prelude
Exuberant Praise
-Cynthia Dobrinski


Spectrum Handbells

*Call to Worship (responsively)

The Lord has done great things for us!

And we are filled with joy!

Our God has turned our weeping into singing,

our tears into songs of joy!

O Christ of God, come anew in our hearts this day,

and remain in us forever.
*Hymn
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
No. 9

*Prayer of the Day

Lighting of the Advent Wreath

Advent Refrain
Song of Hope
No. 432

Call to Confession

Prayer of Confession (unison)

Lord Christ,

we confess our willingness to be loved

but also our reluctance to love.

We confess our readiness to accept your forgiving love

but also our refusal to forgive.

We confess our eagerness to grasp your offer of redeeming love

but also our resistance to follow you without question.

In this Advent time, forgive us our failure

to respond as we should.

Come to us anew, and by your grace, assist us to receive you

with joy, as the shepherds;

with gratitude, as Simeon;

with obedience, as Mary;

with love, as you have loved us.

Even so: come, Lord Jesus. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon (responsively)

The good news of this Advent season is forgiveness of sin and new life.  Let us commit our lives to Christ’s way of hope and peace.

Thanks be to the Advent God, who comes among us, setting us free to love and serve.

*Response of Praise
(Gloria, Gloria)

Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo!
Gloria, gloria, alleluia, alleluia! (Sing 3x)

Time with the Children

At this time, Ushers will come down each aisle to receive prayer requests.  These will be given to the Pastor for inclusion in the prayer.  Following Time with the Children, children wishing to stay in the sanctuary are welcome to do so.  Those wishing to go to the Children’s Programs (Grade 2 and under) should follow the adult leaders downstairs for Nursery and Children’s Church.  Parents may pick up their children in the nursery (children ages Infant-2 in Room 202; 3 year olds in Room 203; ages 4-Grade 2 in Room 108.)

Anthem
O Day of Peace
-Hal H. Hopson

Liturgy of the Word
Scripture Reading

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

Sermon
God’s Great “Insteads”
Pastor John P. Leggett

*Hymn
Arise, Your Light Is Come
No. 411

*Affirmation of Faith (unison)

We believe there is no condemnation
for those who are in Christ Jesus;
for we know that all things work together for good
for those who love God,
who are called according to God's purpose.
We are convinced that neither death, nor life,
nor angels, nor rulers,
nor things present, nor things to come,
nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God
in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen.
(Romans 8:1,28,38,39 )

