*Doxology                                                                                                          No. 593

*Prayer of Thanksgiving

*The Lord’s Prayer (unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,

and the glory, forever.  Amen.
Sending
*Hymn                     
                         God of the Sparrow                                   No. 272
*Charge and Blessing
*Postlude

(*All stand, who are able.)
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Gathering
Welcome

  Carol Miller , Worship Leader
Minute for Mission                               Thank Offering

Chimes and Silent Meditation
Baptizing God, you have called us out of the world to become the body of Christ in the         world.  Send your Holy Spirit upon us in this hour that we may be renewed in our calling.   And in spite of our frailty and fragmentation, differences and dogmas, make us one in the 
Spirit, that our worship and fellowship may give honor to Jesus whose name we bear.  May    none feel a stranger in our midst, none judged, none discounted, but may each person find in this community of your church the welcome and acceptance, the forgiveness and the filling of your divine love.  Amen.                                                
* Choral Call to Worship 
                  King of Kings                                Conty and Batya

         Youth Choir
*Hymn of the Month
            Will You Come and Follow Me  
(On Insert)
*Prayer of the Day

Choral Call to Confession              
  Change My Heart, O God                                  Espinosa
Prayer of Confession (unison)

      Holy God, we make our confession before you, for we are well aware that we do not    

      yet fulfill the blueprint of holiness you hold for us.  We fall far short of our own 
      best intentions, and your will.  We confess the sin of trying to make church happen 
      by our own efforts, of relying on our own energy and plans rather than your Holy 
      Spirit, of making choices Jesus could not endorse.  When the world’s lonely, lost, 
      and needy knock on our doors, we are often slow or reluctant in response.  We are 
      drawn to confess also that we act as though the Great Commission given us by  

      Jesus to carry the great message of your love out into the world were optional.  
      Forgive us, we pray, for failing to take seriously enough the mandate to invite and    

      baptize, in Christ’s name.  We sorrow for our sins, and seek your mercy this day.
Assurance of Pardon (responsively)

We who were lost people have been found and brought into the family called church.
In God’s love we are forgiven, corrected, and expected to live a new life.
            By the presence and power of the Christ within and among us, we are able!
*Response of Praise               
The Church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord;
She is the new creation by water and the word;
From heaven he came and sought her to be His holy bride;
With His own blood He bought her, and for her life He died.

Time with the Children                                                                      Rev. John L. McDonald


Following Time with the Children, children wishing to stay in the sanctuary are welcome to do so.  Those 
wishing to go to the Children’s Programs (Grade 2 and under) should follow Deb Comer downstairs for Nursery and Children’s Church.  Parents may pick up their children in the nursery (children ages Infant-2 in Room 202; 3 year olds in Room 203; ages 4-Grade 2 in Room 108.)

Anthem
                Lord, I Lift Your Name on High
Founds
Liturgy of the Word
Scripture Reading
                                                                                          Genesis 1:1-2:4a
Sermon                                                 In the Beginning
Rev. John L. McDonald
*Hymn
                                    All Things Bright and Beautiful                                   No. 267
Baptism and Reaffirmation of the Baptismal Covenant

     Presentation

     Profession of Faith

    
Apostles’ Creed  (Ecumenical, page 14 in the front of the hymnal)
     Thanksgiving Over the Water

     Laying on of Hands

     Prayer for those Reaffirming the Baptismal Covenant

     Laying on of Hands

     Welcome


With joy and thanksgiving we welcome you to share with us in the ministry of 


Christ, for we are all one in him.

Concerns of the Community and Prayers of the People

(The Deacon of the Day may be found on Sunday mornings before and after worship at the Communion Table.  You are invited to share any prayer concerns with him/her to be included in our congregation’s prayers.) 
Gathering of the Offering

Offertory                                      Down to the River to Pray                  arr. Anna Laura Page

  Massanutten Ringers
