Gathering of the Offering
                                                                        Mark Toothman

Offertory                                                 
*Doxology

*Prayer of Thanksgiving                                                                              H. L. Raynal
*The Lord’s Prayer (unison)
                            
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,

and the glory, forever.  Amen.
Sending
*Hymn
                                     Love Divine, All Loves Excelling                         No. 376
*Charge and Blessing                                                                                         Les West
*Postlude
     (*All stand, who are able.)
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Gathering

Welcome
                                                                                                              Dick Miller
Chimes and Silent Meditation

O gracious and holy God, give us diligence to seek you, wisdom to perceive you, and patience to wait for you.  Grant us, O God, a mind to meditate on you; eyes to behold you;

ears to listen for your word; a heart to love you, and a life to proclaim you; through the

power of the Spirit of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.






      - Attributed to Benedict of Nursia (c. 480-547)
Prelude                                                
*Call to Worship (responsively)                                                                            Ken Haines
O God, on the wings of dawn you come to my house, bringing peace in the palm of your hand.

You open my eyes; you stand in my doorway and invite me into your house.

O God, you are my hope!



Awake, my soul, and worship God, who is our God forever!  Amen!
*Hymn                                         Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God                         No. 333
*Prayer of the Day                                                                                                  Don Runzo
Call to Confession

                                                                    Don Runzo
Prayer of Confession (unison)                                                                                Don Runzo
O God, we confess that we forget who we are.


We don’t always listen for a still small voice.


We walk with our heads down,


and we miss all the stars that could be ours.


But we know, O God, that you are a God of Hope,


and you do not forget your covenant with us.


You are a Shepherd God who looks for lost sheep;


a faithful God who keeps calling us in spite of our indifference;


a God who enters our history and opens our eyes and heals our blindness.


O God, accept us as your people, and send us out in the hope of your forgiveness.


Through Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Assurance of Pardon (responsively)

God has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of the beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.


Thanks be to God!

*Response of Praise

And when I think that God, His Son not sparing,
    Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in;
    That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing,
    He bled and died to take away my sin;
   Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee,
    How great Thou art, how great Thou art!
    Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee,
    How great Thou art, how great Thou art!
Time with the Children           PUSH:  Pray Until Something Happens           Larry French
At this time, Ushers will come down each aisle to receive prayer requests.  These will be given to the ministers for inclusion in the prayer.  Following Time with the Children, children wishing to stay in the sanctuary are welcome to do so.  Those wishing to go to the Children’s Programs (Grade 2 and under) should follow Pastor John downstairs for Nursery and Children’s Church.  Parents may pick up their children in the nursery (children ages Infant-2 in Room 202; 3 year olds in Room 203; ages 4-Grade 2 
in Room 108).
Anthem                                            More Love to Thee 

      Men’s Chorus
Liturgy of the Word
Scripture Readings

       Luke 11:5-10
                                                                                                E. J. Morris


       Luke 18:1-8

                                                                Denny Slane

Sermon                                         Don’t Give Up on Prayer                          Rev. Les West                              
*Hymn
                               I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me                             No. 369
*An Affirmation of Faith (responsively)                                                             Bob Milner
    Hope in God gives us courage for the struggle.  The people of God have often misused   

    God’s promises as excuses for doing nothing about present evils.  But in Christ the new 

    world has already broken in, and the old world can no longer be tolerated. 

     
We know our efforts cannot bring in God’s kingdom.  But hope plunges us into the 

struggle for victories over evil that are possible now in the world, the church, and  

our individual lives.  Hope in God gives us courage for the struggle.  
    Hope gives us courage and energy to contend against all opposition, however
    invincible it may seem, for the new world and the new humanity that are surely coming.

            Jesus is Lord!  He has been Lord from the beginning.  He will be Lord at the end.  
               

            Even now, he is Lord.

Concerns of the Community                                                                                   John Irvine
Prayers of the People

                                                                    John Irvine                     
