Concerns of the Community
Prayers of the People

Gathering of the Offering

Offertory
A Gentle Presence
Kathleen Wissinger
*Doxology

No.  592
*Prayer of Thanksgiving

*The Lord’s Prayer (unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,

and the glory, forever.  Amen.
Sending
*Hymn
I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art
No. 457
*Charge and Blessing

*Postlude
                            Ode to Joy

- Beethoven
                                                  

                         Drastically altered by John Carter                                                                                                         
(*All stand, who are able.)
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Gathering
Welcome
                             
Ellen Painter, Worship Leader
Minute for Mission                                   LOGOS
                                       Sarah Lopacinski

Chimes and Silent Meditation

“O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son.  Look with compassion on the whole human family, take away the arrogance and hatred that infect our hearts, break down the walls that separate us, unite us in bonds of love, and, through our struggle and confusion, work to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in your good time, all nations and races may serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
Prelude
My Shepherd Will Supply My Need
American Folk Tune


Chelsea Reed, Oboe; Kath Wissinger, Piano
arr. John Carter

arr. John Carter

*Call to Worship (responsively)

The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
Lord, you have been our refuge from one generation to another.
Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and the sea were born, from age to age you are God.
Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning, so we shall rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.
May the graciousness of the Lord our God be upon us, and prosper the work of our hands.

*Hymn
My Shepherd Will Supply My Need
No. 172
*Prayer of the Day

Call to Confession

Prayer of Confession (unison)

Righteous God,
you have crowned Jesus Christ as Lord of all.
We confess that we have not bowed before him,
and are slow to acknowledge his rule.
We give allegiance to the powers of this world,
and fail to be governed by justice and love.
In your mercy, forgive us.
Raise us to acclaim him as ruler of all,
that we may be loyal ambassadors,
obeying the commands of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
Amen.
Assurance of Pardon (responsively)

The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting.  As God's own people, be merciful in action, kindly in heart, humble in mind.  Be always ready to forgive as freely as God has forgiven you.  And, above everything else, be loving, and never forget to be thankful for what Christ has done for you.
Amen.

*Response of Praise
No.  577
Time with the Children
Rev. John L. McDonald

At this time, Ushers will come down each aisle to receive prayer requests.  These will be given to the ministers for inclusion in the prayer.  Following Time with the Children, children wishing to stay in the sanctuary are welcome to do so.  Those wishing to go to the Children’s Programs (Grade 2 and under) should follow Pastor John downstairs for Nursery and Children’s Church.  Parents may pick up their children in the nursery (children ages Infant-2 in Room 202; 3 year olds in Room 203; ages 4-Grade 2 in Room 208.)

Anthem
O Praise the Gracious Power (Stanzas 1-4)
No. 471

Chancel Choir
Liturgy of the Word
Scripture Reading

Matthew 22:15-22
Sermon
The Politics of the Kingdom
Pastor John P. Leggett
*Hymn
O for a World
No. 386
*An Affirmation of Faith (unison)

We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba Father.
In sovereign love God created the world good and makes everyone equally in God's image, male and female, of every race and people, to live as one community.
But we rebel against God; we hide from our Creator.
Ignoring God's commandments, we violate the image of God in others and ourselves, accept lies as truth, exploit neighbor and nature, and threaten death to the planet entrusted to our care.
We deserve God's condemnation.
Yet God acts with justice and mercy to redeem creation.

In everlasting love, the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people to bless all families of the earth.
Hearing their cry, God delivered the children of Israel from the house of bondage.
Loving us still, God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant.
Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child,
like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home,
God is faithful still.
Amen.
